
 

 

2018 “State of the Town” 
by Phillipsburg Mayor Steve Ellis 

 
Good morning everyone and thank you for coming. A very special thank you goes 

out to the Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce, especially CEO Tony 

Iannelli. I also must thank Tony's energetic and hardworking dynamic duo of 

Laurie Nelson and Lauren Spence.  

Just one year ago, I stood here and shared our town’s many exciting initiatives. I 

am proud to report that a great number of those initiatives have come to fruition, 

the rest are well on their way to completion, and we have not stopped there. As a 

matter of fact, you will hear about the most exciting of those initiatives today. 

Many of you may have caught wind of an interesting dynamic at our town council 

meetings. However, I want to assure you that I have kept my eye on the prize - the 

success of our hometown is more important than anything and our number one 

priority. If you catch me looking side to side, you have my permission to 

encourage me to get my blinders back on. 

Now let’s share our renewed optimism!  



  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT! 

We started this past year with the opening of the new CHASE BANK on 

Roseberry Street. I had the honor to cut the ribbon with U.S. Congressman 

Leonard Lance. Let me say the largest bank in the nation owned by JP 

Morgan moved here for a reason. As time goes on we will realize their 

corporate strategy and its benefit to our town. 

 

The former INGERSOL redevelopment has gained unbelievable momentum 

with BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION. Toward the end of last year, I got a call 

from our town attorney and engineer that something big was happening. It 

turns out a nationally known company, Bridge Construction, was purchasing 

the Ingersoll Rand track from I-78 Logistics. Bridge Construction has the 

resources to build the Ingersoll Tract like no other company. I have met with 

partner Jeff Melanik and was amazed before we were halfway through the 

conversation. The jobs are coming, I am convinced!!!  

 



  

In addition to the above the following projects should break ground this 

Spring: 

1. CVS @ the old Exxon 

2. SHAMMY SHINE @ the old 7/11 

3. BOURBON STREET LIQUORS @ the old Tender Touch. 

4. Hopefully RIVER VIEW @ DELAWARE STATION will gain 

momentum. 

5. Additionally, we are working to fill the vacant AHARTS location. I 

stood in the building with a realtor and a potential buyer this week. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE UPDATE:  

As you know, the Municipal Building has found a new rent-free home at the 

old Freeman School on Filmore Street, saving tax payers hundreds of 

thousands of dollars until a new facility is constructed. Many of our 

employees have a personal connection there, like Sandy Callery who met her 

husband on the playground 47 years ago.  

In addition to the Municipal Building we are embarking on the reconstruction 

or the towns 1880 sanitary sewer collection system and the replacement of 

the library roof at $400,000.00. Taxpayers are currently paying over 

$200,000.00 per year on sanitary sewer collection repairs. 

 

 



  

2018 TOWN BUDGET: 

As the result of a hard-fought battle with JP Morgan to obtain a AA- Bond 

Rating, the rating allowed Robert Merlo, our Chief Financial Officer, 

and myself to have the ability to lower your MUNICIPAL taxes by 3 cents on 

the dollar. This is not a onetime pie-in-the-sky but rather a sustainable 

financial relief to residents. The reason we believe we can keep our taxes low 

over a period of time is because the Ingersoll Development would generate 

the tax revenue to keep it there. That, my friends, is how the strategic mind of 

our CFO works. Ladies and gentlemen, let’s give him a hand! 

The budget is now in the hands of council, and the final numbers are yet to be 

determined.  

Preserving our precious NEIGHBORHOODS: 

Our neighborhoods nurtured us, sustained us and protected us. They still do that 

but, we cannot let them be forgotten or deteriorate. We must find ways to preserve 

the “sense of place” and unique culture that exists within them. They are chalk full 

of different nationalities from all around the world and continue to diversify. They 

are where our principles and values were born. For this reason, we have now 

identified them with signage so our youth will never forget.  

 

 

 

 



  
STEWARDSHIP OF OUR NATURAL, HISTORIC AND CULTURAL 

RESOURCES: 

As many of you may know, I spent 35 years of my life working in the great 

outdoors throughout the state of New Jersey.  

This year we continued the development of the Morris Canal Greenway. We are 

headed to the Delaware River Arch to the West and Jersey City to the East. This is 

history, culture and healthy outdoor recreation at its best. 

 

  



  
The RECREATION DEPARTMENT had many achievements this past year, 

including the revitalization of the Municipal Pool and on-time completion of the 

Splash Pad.  Despite being open 4 weeks less due to construction, the Pool brought 

in more revenue to the Town than past years. New programming was added to the 

pool including family picnic day, volunteer appreciation day, and weekly pool 

dances.  

The 40+ year tradition of the Summer Playground Program was redeveloped and 

gave children opportunities to get out and enjoy five neighborhood parks! 

Increased activities and well-trained staff lead to a 117% increase in attendance. 

As you know, the Recreation Department hosted the Inaugural Pork Roll Palooza 

this past year, highlighting Phillipsburg businesses, non-profits, traditions, and 

pride in Downtown Phillipsburg. The event had an estimated attendance of 10,000 

people, many of whom parked in Easton and walked over the bridge INTO 

Phillipsburg for the afternoon.  After expenses, the festival brought in over $3,000 

in profit for the Town. Let's just say the first two years of Bacon Fest were in the 

red and look where they are now.  I don't care what silly jokes are made, we'll 

laugh all the way to the bank on our Pork Roll obsession. 

We hosted the first ever bi-state Multicultural Festival last summer, which 

highlighted our diverse culture through connected efforts by the City of Easton and 

Phillipsburg.  

We also celebrated the 30th Anniversary of the Ole Towne Festival, which was 

one of the best to date! Besides the diverse vendors, family entertainment and 

fireworks spectacular, the Ole Towne Festival wrapped up with a beautiful 

afternoon down at the Delaware for the Sunday Soiree, which included an outdoor 

movie screen!  



  
With all these incredible programs put on by our Recreation Department, I am 

pleased to report that for the first time ever, Phillipsburg has approved to allocate 

$150,000+ annually to recreational enhancements for the next 5 years. This is an 

opportunity for us to play catch-up to what our neighboring municipalities have 

benefited from for the past 20 years. 

 

  



  
EMERGENCY SERVICES: 

We were faced with approximately 3 nor’easters in a very short time span this 

year.  Our emergency staff worked like a well-oiled machine to prepare for them.  

Fire Chief Rich Hay, the emergency squad, and Red Cross all deserve so much 

credit.  I also have to give kudos to JCP&L for reconnecting power quickly and 

efficiently. 

 

 



  
POLICE REPORT: 

I would like to highlight three projects our police department has accomplished 

involving community policing: 

1) This past Summer we hosted the first Junior Police Academy.  The Junior 

Police Academy was held with the help of the Phillipsburg School District at 

the Phillipsburg Middle School.  It was a one-week course where children in 

the community were given the opportunity to learn about the profession 

while undertaking many of the tasks related.  

2) Wednesday, March 28, was the conclusion of our First Citizen Police 

Academy that was held at the Pilgrim Presbyterian Church.  This was a four-

week series where the public was given the opportunity to learn and 

understand how the department functions.  

3) The Cherry Lane project was conducted by an officer in the department with 

the help of his squad in January of this year.  There were numerous 

abandoned vehicles, scrap metal and garbage collecting along the old train 

bed on Cherry Lane between Stockton Street and Jersey Streets.  In a little 

over a weeks’ time, the area was cleared of most of the debris with the 

intentions of moving forward with landscaping work this spring.  This was 

an excellent example of Officers targeting a neighborhood to clean up what 

was becoming an eyesore.   

 



  
HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT: 

We have quite a few departments that I consider to be incredibly competent and 

dedicated employees.  I just wanted to give a big shout out to the DPW and all 

town employees who worked tirelessly every day from picking up the garbage to 

plowing the streets.   

I receive countless notes from happy residents about how pleased they are with our 

hardworking DPW team. 

 

 

 

 

  



  
AND NOW THE GRAND FINALE - THE FUTURE HAS ARRIVED... 

We stood at the turning point but now the renaissance begins. The former Mayor of 

Bethlehem John Callahan once said to me: “We shoot for excellence.” This 

resonates in me now more than ever.  

We always save the best for last ... The revised downtown riverfront 

redevelopment plan is on track and gaining momentum like never before.  

We are concluding the planning stages and are preparing to write the Request for 

Proposal or (RFP) and the entire initiative is gaining momentum. The Charrette 

between the Rutgers’ Bloustein School for Planning and Public Policy and Van 

Cleef Engineering is what brought this into being.  Regional Manager Stan Schrek 

and Planner Angela Knowles of Van Cleef engineering have engaged the public 

and brought the best-of-the-best engineers and planners into town. Most 

importantly, we have nailed down a plan that utilizes the invaluable river resource 

like this town has never seen. With proposed spaces for entertainment, residences, 

businesses, and access to the river, we will be able to promote our Riverfront as a 

place to live and to visit.  

As I heard Mayor Panto share at his State of the City Address, our downtown is the 

litmus test to our financial health. Right now, we have the best of both worlds with 

adaptive-reuse of brown fields @ Ingersoll Rand for e-commerce, the wave of the 

future, and an enhanced Riverfront Redevelopment to the north. What happens in 

between is called economic growth.  

 

 

 



  
HOW WELL THE PLANETS ARE ALIGNED: 

Governor Phil Murphy followed U.S. Senator Cory Booker’s lead and has 

submitted recommended Opportunity Zones to the U.S. Treasury. The Opportunity 

Zones program, written into the tax-reform law, is meant to provide opportunities 

for private investors to funnel money to distressed communities through newly 

created Opportunity Funds. Phillipsburg just made the cut as the very last town on 

this list of Opportunity Zones. The program has the potential to create significant, 

long-term economic development in our community, and other communities that 

need it the most.  

 

In closing, I encourage you all to get behind your town and keep your eyes on all 

the exciting projects happening in Phillipsburg.  It has been my pleasure to stand 

here today and address you all.   

 

 

 

 



  
The following municipalities contain census tracts that were submitted to the U.S. Treasury for 
the Opportunity Zones program by Governor Phil Murphy: 

 Atlantic City (Atlantic County) 
 Egg Harbor City  (Atlantic County) 
 Egg Harbor Twp (Atlantic County) 
 Pleasantville (Atlantic County) 
 Somers Point (Atlantic County) 
 Cliffside Park (Bergen County) 
 Englewood (Bergen County) 
 Fairview (Bergen County) 
 Garfield (Bergen County) 
 Hackensack (Bergen County) 
 Lodi (Bergen County) 
 South Hackensack (Bergen County) 
 Teterboro (Bergen County) 
 Burlington City (Burlington County) 
 Palmyra (Burlington County) 
 Pemberton Twp  (Burlington County) 
 Riverside (Burlington County) 
 Willingboro (Burlington County) 
 Camden City (Camden County) 
 Lindenwold (Camden County) 
 Pennsauken (Camden County) 
 Pine Hill (Camden County) 
 Wildwood (Cape May County) 
 West Wildwood (Cape May County) 
 Lower Twp (Cape May County) 
 Bridgeton (Cumberland County) 
 Vineland (Cumberland County) 
 Millville (Cumberland County) 
 East Orange (Essex County) 
 Irvington (Essex County) 
 Newark (Essex County) 
 Orange (Essex County) 
 Deptford (Gloucester County) 
 Glassboro (Gloucester County) 
 Woodbury (Gloucester County) 
 Bayonne (Hudson County) 
 Kearny (Hudson County) 
 Jersey City (Hudson County) 
 North Bergen (Hudson County) 

 Union City (Hudson County) 
 West New York (Hudson County) 
 Flemington (Hunterdon County) 
 Trenton (Mercer County) 
 Hamilton (Mercer County) 
 Carteret (Middlesex County) 
 Jamesburg (Middlesex County) 
 New Brunswick (Middlesex County) 
 Perth Amboy (Middlesex County) 
 South River (Middlesex County) 
 Asbury Park (Monmouth County) 
 Freehold Borough (Monmouth County) 
 Long Branch (Monmouth County) 
 Neptune City (Monmouth County) 
 Neptune Twp (Monmouth County) 
 Red Bank (Monmouth County) 
 Dover (Morris County) 
 Wharton Borough (Morris County) 
 Berkeley (Ocean County) 
 Lakewood (Ocean County) 
 Manchester (Ocean County) 
 Clifton (Passaic County) 
 Passaic City (Passaic County) 
 Paterson (Passaic County) 
 Prospect Park (Passaic County) 
 Carney’s Point (Salem County) 
 Salem City (Salem County) 
 Bound Brook (Somerset County) 
 North Plainfield (Somerset County) 
 Sussex Borough (Sussex County) 
 Elizabeth (Union County) 
 Hillside (Union County) 
 Plainfield (Union County) 
 Linden (Union County) 
 Rahway (Union County) 

 Phillipsburg (Warren 
County) 

The U.S. Department of the Treasury must provide feedback or approve the Governor’s selections within 
30 days of submission. 

 



  

 

 

 


