
R:  2019 - 224
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, REQUESTING THE ADMINISTRATION, AND MORE SPECIFICALLY MAYOR STEPHEN R. ELLIS, TO TAKE IMMEDIATE STEPS IN ORDER TO RELOCATE THE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO THE ANDOVER MORRIS SCHOOL PRIOR TO THE END OF 2019 
WHEREAS, the Town of Phillipsburg had utilized as its municipal complex the structure located at 675 Corliss Avenue (the “Property”);

WHEREAS, the Property served as the headquarters for the administrative staff and the police department;

WHEREAS, in or about the fourth quarter of 2016, the Administration was directed to perform certain environmental remediation on the Property and to relocate municipal employees until such time as the Property was remediated;

WHEREAS, in 2017, the administrative staff was relocated to 120 Filmore Street;

WHEREAS, the Police Department was not relocated, but continued to occupy the Property;

WHEREAS, as of the date of adoption of this Resolution, the Police Department continues to occupy the Property;
WHEREAS, countless discussions have been had, both in public session and in closed session, expressing the need to relocate the Police Department without delay;
WHEREAS, although the Town Council has appropriated funds for the relocation of the Police Department and has authorized the Town Engineer to draft specifications for the renovation and retrofit of the Armory Building to temporarily house the Police Department, it is clear that the Police Department needs to be immediately relocated and in no case beyond the close of 2019;

WHEREAS, Mayor Stephen R. Ellis, Mayor-elect Todd Tersigni, Police Chief Robert Stettner and Phillipsburg School Superintendent Gregory Troxell have inspected the Andover-Morris School and believe that same would be suitable for the temporary relocation of the Police Department; 
WHEREAS, the Town Council believes that the best course of action in the short term is to relocate the Police Department to the Andover-Morris School and to work in conjunction with the Phillipsburg School in order to accomplish same prior to year’s end;
WHEREAS, the Town Council recognizes that Mayor is uniquely situated and empowered to effectuate the intent of this Resolution and to accomplish, with the full support of the Town Council, the relocation of the Police Department as discussed above.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by Town Council of Phillipsburg, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that it is strenuously recommended and requested that the Mayor effectuate the immediate relocation of the Police Department but in no case later than year’s end as expressed above.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Council pledges its full support of the Mayor in pursuing and accomplishing this objective.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Resolution 2019-220 is hereby rescinded and replaced with this Resolution.
CERTIFICATION



I, Victoria L. Kleiner, Municipal Clerk for the Town of Phillipsburg, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a resolution duly adopted by the Town Council at their November 12, 2019 meeting.
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