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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:   Warren County Officials and Mayors 

FROM:  Florio Perrucci Steinhardt Cappelli Tipton & Taylor, LLC. 

DATE:  October 22, 2020 

RE:   COVID-19 Daily Update  

 
As the COVID-19 emergency - which has had significant impacts on your operations, residents, 
and businesses, continues – the State is cautiously moving toward re-opening.  As it progresses 
further, this bulletin will now appear Thursdays, summarizing State and Federal acts relevant to 
county and municipal governments. 
 

I. Governor Murphy Extends Utility Shutoff Moratorium Until March 15, 2021.   
 
Governor Murphy issued Executive Order No. 190 which extends the utility shutoff moratorium 
through March 15, 2021. 
 

A. Gas/Electric (Public or Municipality) & Water (Private or Publicly Owned) 
Providers 

 
Providers cannot discontinue any gas, electric, or water service to New Jersey residents due to 
non-payment. This includes all residential accounts and accounts that primarily service residential 
customers. Disconnection can be done if it will prevent or ameliorate a risk to public health.  
 
Additionally, providers cannot collect on late fees or charges for untimely payments or service 
reconnections that have accrued and will continue to accrue during the Public Health Emergency. 
Providers cannot charge reconnection fees on residential accounts or accounts servicing primarily 
residential customers if the services were disconnected due to nonpayment after Executive Order 
No. 104 was issued on March 16, 2020. This includes where the disconnection was for unpaid bills 
that were incurred prior to the current Public Health Emergency, as long as the disconnection is 
not necessary to prevent a risk to public health and safety.  
 

 
 
 

CONFIDENTIAL 
ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED 

ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT 

https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-190.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-104.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-104.pdf
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B. Cable or Telecommunications Providers 
 
Providers that provider internet and/or voice services to residents cannot terminate these services 
due to nonpayment before November 15, 2020. After November 15, 2020, the provider must (1) 
send notice of discontinuance to the customer and (2) offer to enroll customers in an interest-free 
payment plan of at least twelve equal monthly installments that includes the outstanding balance, 
as well as the ongoing balance for any services provided during the payment plan period, before 
disconnecting services. A customer may opt to shorten their payback period to a term less than 
twelve months. As an alternative to the twelve-month payback plan, the provider can also offer a 
combined payment and payment forgiveness plan, involving at least 50% of the outstanding 
principal upon the consent of the customer, pursuant to a policy approved in writing by the Board 
of Public Utilities (“BPU”).  
 
Providers that provide internet service cannot discontinue residential internet services if a customer 
is enrolled in a payment plan, as long as the customer makes timely payments under the plan. 
Additionally, providers cannot disconnect internet service that is in effect of as the date of Order 
(October 15, 2020).  

 
Providers of internet service cannot disconnect the internet where one or more school-age children 
use the internet for educational purposes. Prior to disconnecting internet service, the provider must 
ask the customer – in writing or through a recorded verbal communication – whether the internet 
service is being used by a school-aged child for education purposes. If the customer states that 
there is a child using the services for education purposes, then the provider cannot disconnect the 
internet service. If a provider is notified that there is a change in circumstances where a school-
aged child is going to need the internet service after it has been shut off, then the provider must 
immediately take steps to turn on the internet service. Providers are ordered to develop and 
implement a process for customers to obtain reestablishment of services in these circumstances, 
pursuant to a policy approved in writing by the BPU. Providers must provide notice, in writing, of 
the policy prior to disconnection of services. Additionally, providers who provide residential 
internet service in these circumstances may downgrade the quality of residential internet services 
while this Order remains in effect but may only do so if acting pursuant to a policy approved in 
writing by the BPU. Lastly, no cable or telecommunications provider can impose or collect and 
late fees, penalties, or reconnection costs on customers affected by the Public Health Emergency 
as a condition of maintaining services.  

 
Finally, all utility customers facing difficulty with meeting payments are encouraged to set up a 
payment plan with their utilities company. Assistance programs are available both from the Board 
of Public Utilities and the Department of Community Affairs.   
 
   

 
 
  
 
 

 

https://nj.gov/bpu/assistance/programs/index.html
https://nj.gov/bpu/assistance/programs/index.html
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II. The Department of Health Upgrades New Jersey’s COVID-19 Activity Level from 

“Low” to “Moderate” as Report Shows Increase in Cases.  
 
The state Department of Health (“DOH”) issues a weekly “COVID-19 Activity Level Report” 
which states that the coronavirus activity level has risen from “low” to “moderate” in more New 
Jersey counties, as the daily case totals exceeded 1,000 cases for three consecutive days. Health 
Commissioner Judith Persichilli warned that if the number of cases in New Jersey gets worse, the 
solution will be “increased testing, contact tracing, isolation, and quarantining.” Persichilli 
attributes the uptick in cases to community spread, citing parties, gatherings, daycares and farms 
as “contributing” to the increase in cases.  
 
The COVID-19 Activity Level Report provides regional metrics for health and safety risks, and 
Murphy says these guidelines help guide his administration’s decision-making. The report groups 
counties into regions to assess the rate of new cases, COVID-19-like illnesses, and positivity rates. 
Warren County is in the Northwest Region, along with Morris, Passaic, and Sussex counties. 
According to the most recent COVID-19 Activity Level Report, week ending October 10, 2020, 
the Northwest Region’s COVID-19-like illness rate rose by 31%. COVID-19-like illnesses are 
defined as having COVID-19-like symptoms, including fever, cough, shortness of breath, 
difficulty breathing, among others. Additionally, Northwest Region’s daily new COVID-19 case 
rate (per 100,000 people) rose by 37%.  
 
In his October 19 Press Conference, Governor Murphy reported an additional 1,192 cases across 
New Jersey. Since then, the State has seen an additional three straight days of over 1,000 reported 
cases. The positivity rate for tests recorded on October 15 was 3.36% and the statewide 
transmission rate as of October 19 was 1.14. Murphy advised New Jerseyans to download the 
COVID Alert NJ app for smartphones. The app can be used to notify people who may have been 
exposed, and it can also be used to extinguish hotspots.  
 
As of October 18, New Jersey hospitals were treating 758 patients. 579 of those patients tested 
positive for the virus, while 179 people were under investigation pending test results. 166 patients 
required intensive case and 62 ventilators were in use statewide.  
 
 

III. Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control Expands Liquor License Permits from the 
End of November Through the End of March 2021. 

 
The State of New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety Division of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control (the “Division”) previously issued Special Ruling 2020-10 on June 3, 2020, which 
established the COVID-19 Expansion of Premises Permit. This effectively allowed licensees and 
permittees to ‘expand’ their current premises into outdoor areas and to sell alcoholic beverages in 
these outdoor areas. These Expansion Permits are set to expire on November 30, 2020.   
 
The Division has now issued Special Ruling 2020-21 that allows licensees and permittees to apply 
to renew their Expansion Permits to March 31, 2021 for a nominal fee. If the licensee wishes to 
modify the location of the permitted premises to an indoor area that is contiguous or non-

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/statistics/covid/
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_19_Report_Week_41.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YNntY9moSSs
https://covid19.nj.gov/pages/app
https://nj.gov/lps/abc/downloads/SR_2020-10_Executed-Temporary-Extension-Permits.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/oag/abc/downloads/Corrected%20SR%202020%2021%20Covid%2019%20Permit%20Extension.pdf
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contiguous to the already licensed premises, it may complete the renewal application and note the 
change on the application. If the permit is to apply to an indoor area, the licensee must have 
authorization from the property owner to use the space, the municipal issuing authority must 
approve the new location, and the licensee must comply with all capacity limits and other 
requirements set by Executive Orders or the New Jersey Department of Health.  
 
This Special Ruling applies to the following licensees or permittees with COVID-19 Expansion 
Permits: 
 

1. Plenary Retail Consumption licensees (“33”); 
2. Plenary Retail Consumption licensees with the “broad package privilege” (“32”) 
operating 
primarily as a bar/restaurant; 
3. Seasonal Retail Consumption licensees (“34”) which have one-day permits issued by the 
Director 
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 33:1-12(2)2; 
4. Plenary Retail Consumption licensees operating under the Hotel/Motel exception (“36”); 
5. State Concessionaire permittees (“14”); 
6. Golf Facility permittees (“40”); 
7. Club licensees (“31”); 
8. Limited Brewery licensees (“11”); 
9. Restricted Brewery licensees (“08”); 
10. Plenary Winery licensees (“21”); 
11. Farm Winery licensees (“22”); 
12. Cidery and Meadery licensees (“02”); and 
13. Craft Distillery licensees (“07”).  
 

An application must be completed through the Division’s online licensing system (“POSSE”) and 
the application requires an endorsement by the Chief Administrative Official where the license is 
located (i.e., municipal clerk, mayor, administrator, or other designated official) and the Chief Law 
Enforcement Officer with jurisdiction over the property where the license is located. Once the 
application is completed, the application is available in the POSSE portal of the municipality. The 
municipality, State agency, or political sub-division will review the application and either approve 
or deny it. The Chief Law Enforcement Officer with jurisdiction over the property is to review the 
application and approve or deny it, as well.  
 
Pursuant to Advisory Notice 2020-09, any appeal from an action taken by a municipal issuing 
authority concerning the issuance, renewal, transfer, suspension, revocation, or imposition of 
special conditions on a license must be filed electronically and include a Notice and Petition of 
Appeal. The directions for filing an appeal are found here.  

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.nj.gov/oag/abc/downloads/AN%202020-09_Advisory-Notice-Electronic-Appeal-Filing.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/oag/abc/downloads/AN%202020-09_Advisory-Notice-Electronic-Appeal-Filing.pdf
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IV. Updated Quarantine Advisory Issued for Individuals Traveling to New Jersey Adds 
New States and Discourages Non-Essential Travel to and From Neighboring States.  

 
On October 20, Governor Murphy and the New Jersey Department of Health once again updated 
the travel advisory for people arriving in New Jersey from designated U.S states or territories. 
There have been increases in COVID-19 cases in a number of states and this update reflects that 
trend.  Arizona and Maryland were re-added to the list on October 20.  
 
Governor Murphy also noted that neighboring states, including Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and 
Delaware meet the criteria for New Jersey’s travel advisory. However, due to the interconnected 
nature of the region, a 14-day quarantine is not always reasonable. Therefore, non-essential travel 
between these states is highly discouraged. New York and Connecticut are advising against non-
essential travel to and from New Jersey but have not mandated that travelers quarantine.   
 
The quarantine applies to any state with a positive test rate higher than 10 per 100,000 residents 
or a state with a 10% or higher positivity rate over a 7-day rolling average. The COVID-19 
pandemic has reached a plateau in certain states and accelerated in others. In an attempt to prevent 
New Jersey’s infection numbers from spiking again, Governor Murphy has advised individuals 
traveling to New Jersey from states with significant community spread of COVID-19 to quarantine 
for a 14-day period from the time of last contact within the identified state.  
 
The full list of states and territories now includes: Alabama; Alaska; Arizona; Arkansas; 
Colorado; Florida; Georgia; Guam; Iowa; Idaho; Indiana; Illinois; Kansas; Kentucky; 
Louisiana; Maryland; Michigan; Minnesota; Missouri; Mississippi; Montana; North 
Carolina; North Dakota; Nebraska; New Mexico; Nevada; Ohio; Oklahoma; Puerto Rico; 
Rhode Island; South Carolina; South Dakota; Tennessee; Texas; Utah; Virginia; Wisconsin; 
West Virginia; and Wyoming. The list of states will continue to be updated on a rolling basis.     
 
 
We are available as a resource for any questions arising from the current crisis and stand ready to 
assist you. 
 
 
 
 

https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/which-states-are-on-the-travel-advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey

