LAND USE MINUTES
05/23/24

Chairman Duffy opened the meeting at 7:00 PM stating this meeting is being held in
accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, by posting the notice to the Express
Times and Star Ledger and providing the same to the Town Clerk.

It is the policy of the Town of Phillipsburg Land Use Board not to hear cases after
10:00 PM and no new witnesses after 10:30 PM. Followed by Flag Salute.

Attendance: Mr. Bond, Mr. Branch, Mr. Brotzman, Chairman Duffy, Vice
Chairman Zwicker Absent: Mr. Noel, Councilwoman Paulus, Mr. Penrose,
Mayor Piazza, Mr. Turnbull, Mr. Zagra,

Minutes: Minutes for 4/25/24 were motioned for approval by Vice Chairman
Zwicker and second by Mr. Branch YEAHS: Mr. Branch, Vice Chairman
Zwicker, Chairman Duffy NAYS: None ABSTAIN: Mr. Bond, Mr. Brotzman
ABSENT: Mr. Zagra, Mr. Penrose, Mr. Turnbull, Mr. Noel, Councilwoman
Paulus, Mayor Piazza

Resolutions: NONE

Completeness/ Public Hearing: 88 Heckman Street and 641 Hillcrest Blvd.
were carried out to June. 555 Warren Street has withdrawn their application.

Correspondence: NONE
New Business: NONE

Bill’s List: Attorney Wilhelm Invoice motioned for approval by Mr. Brotzman
and second by Mr. Bond. YEAHS: Mr. Bond, Mr. Branch, Mr. Brotzman Vice
Chairman Zwicker, Chairman Duffy NAYS: None ABSTAIN: None Absent: Mr.
Zagra, Mr. Penrose, Mr. Turnbull, Mr. Noel, Councilwoman Paulus, Mayor
Piazza

Old Business: Update on Land Use Fees. Vice Chairman Zwicker and
committee members Mr. Brotzman, Mr. Branch, Mr. Bond, Mr. Penrose met to
discuss the increase needed to run the Department. A copy was given to



Board Members to review and ask questions and concerns. Alpha was used
comparable to Phillipsburg which was changed in 2013. Chairman Duffy
asked if the changes could be increased since Alpha has not changed what
they have now for eleven years. Mr. Bond suggested maybe changing fees
every 2-3 years. Mr. Duffy also suggested that the fee for Engineer review is too
low at $300.00, and Attorney Wilhelm did agree although he did say he has no
say in what the board decides. Mr. Bond asked if there are any restrictions on
increasing percentages on fees. Attorney Wilhelm said there is not. Chairman
Duffy said the Department as of now is running in the red. Mr. Branch said the
fees need to change so the projects do not fall on the taxpayers. Vice
Chairman Zwicker said that he will prepare new fees at an additional 20%
increase. 2% per year since 2013. Chairman Duffy wants to also make sure
that the town is not paying for everyone’s improvements. Chairman Duffy
asked about the $10.00 property list increase and Attorney Wilhelm said that
Is statue and cannot be changed. Change was suggested that initial 5000 sq
ft. will be flat rate and every 1000 sq ft after will increase by certain dollar
amount. The Board is hoping that in the June meeting they can vote to send
the new fees to Council for the July Council Meeting.

Public Comment: NONE
Executive Session: NONE

Adjournment: Adjournment was motioned by Mr. Brotzman and second by
Mr. Bond YEAHS: Mr. Bond, Mr. Branch, Mr. Brotzman Vice Chairman Zwicker,
Chairman Duffy NAYS: None ABSTAIN: None Absent: Mr. Zagra, Mr. Penrose,
Mr. Turnbull, Mr. Noel, Councilwoman Paulus, Mayor Piazza

Submitted By Land Use Secretary Kelly Lefler



